
THE SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF WELFUR

44 international institutes 
and universities 

Independent scientists 
from 7 European  
universities*  

30 years of peer 
reviewed scientific 
research on fox and 
mink 
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Dynamic System using future 
research for constant improvement

External scientific researchers 
ensure alignment with the original 
Welfare Quality® Project **

WELFARE 

QUALITY® 
PROJECT

Assessment 
System

Methodology 

25 measures22measures Fox 
Protocol 

Mink 
Protocol 

Assessment by independent 
3rd party, ‘Baltic Control®’

Resource-based measures Animal-based measures Management-based measures

Objective assessment of animal welfare on fur farms 
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University of Birmingham, UK

European Commission
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WELFUR IN PRACTICE

Objective documentation 
of animal welfare standards Consumer transparency Tool to improve animal 

welfare

3 X ASSESSMENTS (1 Per Period)

Winter Nursing

JulyNovember

March

Growth

National advisories help 
farms to improve animal 

welfare based on the 
assessment data

Methodical computer evaluation of assessment data

FARM SCORE

Certification NO Certification
(Not permitted to trade in the 
international auction houses)

D A T A  A G G R E G A T E D  A N D  P U B L I S H E D  

Assessment:

6-8 Hours

120 Mink Cages

80 Fox Cages

3rd Party Assessor 

On-farm Welfare Assessment System

Assessment:

22/25 Measures

12 Criteria 

4 Principles 

1 Score 

p1 p2

p3
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THE TRANSPARENCY OF WELFUR 

59%

94% 64%

52% 47%

SCIENCE-BASED 
ANIMAL WELFARE

FARM SCORE 
CERTIFICATION 

2019

*Special Eurobarometer 442, Attitudes of Europeans towards Animal Welfare, March 2016

ATTITUDES OF EUROPEANS TOWARDS ANIMAL WELFARE

are prepared to pay more for products 
sourced from animal welfare-friendly 

production systems* 

believe it is important to protect the 
welfare of farmed animals*

look for the animal welfare-friendly 
identifying labels when buying 

products*

do not think there is su�cient choice 
of animal welfare-friendly food 

products*

would like to have more information about the 
conditions under which farmed animals are 

treated in their respective countries*

Consumers will be able to buy 
WELFUR certified products.

Fur Europe will publish farm assessment 
data in an annual report.
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